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We are coming to you, Father Justin, with a request that we can only present to you because we are certain
that you can help us morally and advise us as to what we should do. This is a matter concerning our father.

Our mother is no longer living and we all live together. There are eight of us and two are married, one for
seven years and the other for eight months. The husband of the older daughter has not had a steady job for
almost three years, but, from time to time, he’s lucky enough to find work for at least a few days. Last year he
worked steadily for five months. During the past four months, he barely worked for one week. Before the
Depression, he held a position in a company for twelve years.

The husband of the second daughter lost his position in a company due to a lack of business just a few
weeks after the wedding. However, he is at least lucky enough to find some job from time to time and thus
earns a little. Both married daughters have jobs and even though they are not steady jobs, they earn just enough
to cover the cost of food, but this does not please our father. He throws it up to them that wives should remain
at home and only the husbands should go out to work. We all agree with him, but what else can we do since
there are no jobs. Our husbands are not lazy and they are most willing to work, but where can they find jobs?
Before we married, both had steady jobs. Our father has been working in one factory for over 21 years and he
keeps mentioning the fact that he has always worked even during Depression. He throws this up to our
husbands. Is it their fault that there are no jobs to be found? Our father owns his home and there is always
something that needs to be repaired. Our husbands offered to do some work around the house, to repair one
thing or another for they wanted to save him some money and to spend their own time working, not expecting
any payment in return. Our father threw it up to them that they are not capable of doing such work, even though
we know that they are. One of them is a mechanic by trade. The older daughter has separate living quarters in
our father’s house. She now owes him 18 months rent. When her husband was working steadily, everything
was fine; our father was pleased and bragged about how well his daughter and her husband were doing. They
paid him their rent regularly and were regularly putting money in the bank.

When he lost his job, everything changed and my father began to taunt them. Then the older daughter
became ill and with the cost of medicine and doctors, their savings began to disappear. Their little son also
became ill and had to be under a doctor’s care. Their savings had to cover a variety of costs every day. It was
impossible to pay the rent. The older daughter and her husband begged the father to be patient, promising him
that they would pay him as soon as he can find a job — and the father agreed. The older daughter found a job
but she only earned a few dollars for a week. The father again began reproaching them.

We have borne all of this patiently without complaining about anything and put all our trust in the Lord.
Last year, the husband of the older daughter found a job. He worked steadily for five months and every second
week we were paying off our back rent. However, when he was laid off again, we had to stop paying, but our
father continually complains about it. During these past days we’ve heard his remarks so often that we don’t
know what to do. He ordered all of us to move out saying that he’ll be better off alone. He uses every
opportunity to chide us about our unpaid rent even though he had agreed to wait until we could pay. His distant
relatives owe him big money, but he never mentions that. He keeps reminding us of the fact that we owe him
money — and that hurts us! Whatever we do our father claims that it is never any good. We can’t please him!
Yet our father never had any problems or trouble with any of us. We began working as soon as we turned 14
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years of age and we worked steadily ‘till the day we married. We always handed over our entire pay to our
father. When we came home from work, we did all the housework.

We are staying together trying to live in peace and harmony. From her death-bed, our mother asked us to
stay together and to take care of our younger siblings and this is what we are trying to do. It will be very
painful for us to move away from the rest of the family, but it seems to be the very thing we will be forced to
do.

When Our father is sober, he says nothing, but when he takes one or two drinks — and that happens at least twice
a week — we then have plenty of worry and grief. We even fear going anywhere near him for he immediately
starts to reproach us. Even one of his single daughters who is engaged to be married has to listen to our father’s
jibes because her fiancé does not have a steady job. For this reason she is planning on getting married soon in
order to avoid these misunderstandings.

Our father listens to your talks during Rosary Hour with the greatest of interest. For this reason, Father, we
come to you for we are certain that we will all benefit and hopefully our situation will change. What should we
do? We are seeking your advice.

When our father has a few drinks, he accuses us of just waiting for him to die. Heaven forbid that we
should ever have such a thought! We wish him the longest life and the best of health — and we love him as
much as children can love their father — even better! But, even if we love him, must we listen to those
reproaches? Please advise us, Father, whether we should move out or stay and expose ourselves to further
reproaches. It seems to us as though our father is sick and tired of seeing us. At least, this is how it appears to
us.

Awaiting your advice on the Rosary Hour, we gratefully thank you in the old Polish way — “May God
reward you!”

We remain —
Very worried daughters

The only advice I have is for you to remain quietly and patiently. It is evident that both of you and your father
are very good-hearted and have the best of intentions. As for the fact that your father grumbles when he has had
one or two drinks — forget about it! I hope that your father is listening to this program now and that he will
recall your dying mother’s plea and that from this moment you will shake hands and live together in harmony,
mutually helping one another!
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February 4, 1934
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

A few years after the end of the World War, I was traveling about in Europe and saw the fields of battle, the
trenches, the hiding places, and the forts. I also saw the villages and the towns that had been destroyed, the
forests whose trees were totally bare and the ruins of churches and palaces. Isaw huge, dismal cemeteries
where as far as the eye could see were rows upon rows of crosses placed over the graves of soldiers. There was
on huge common grave holding the remains of soldiers who were mortal enemies when alive, but now death
had them in one common grave. I witnessed the tears of widows and orphans; I saw cripples without arms and
legs; I saw people in misery, their faces reflected fear, uncertainty, restlessness and anxiety. It was especially in
Vienna that the people seemed like living copses, moving with uncertain steps deprived of all hope for a better
and happier future. After seeing these and similar scenes for many hours, it is no wonder that my imagination
was so impressed by all of this that for hours in the evening such scenes continually moved before my eyes as
bloody war scenes while my ears rang with the pitiful cries of orphans and the desperate weeping of widows!
This was the sacrifice of the totally innocent to the blood-thirsty god of war, the sorrow of the hungry and the
homeless — to whom Death was reaching out with its bony hands! All of Europe was completely covered with
the ugliness of destruction! Entire nations and governments had broken the covenant their ancestors had
entered into with God; they smashed the tablets of God’s commandments, renounced all Christian principles
and built their lives® principles on the ancient slogans of revenge and hatred. War spread like a black cloud
reaching everyone and everywhere. Nations wept and groaned looking at the ravages of war such as the world
up to now had never seen. But, the world is always one and the same. The senseless pursuit and love of gold
and the greed for money brought about this world slaughter! The dishonesty of individual beings became the
dishonesty of the entire society. Theft, fraud, usuries and exploitations in government offices, in finance
institutions and in one word we can say it was an unbridled greed that drove the movements of nations.
Immense riches, surpassing one’s imagination, were amassed in the hands of a very few at the enormous cost of
the helpless masses. The masses found themselves to be not only in moral slavery, but also in physical slavery
to such a degree that people were dying of hunger. This wasn’t the will of God but the wickedness of people.
At this time God gave them bountiful harvests but these evil people burned these gifts from God or allowed
them to rot in the fields while the poor people were starving. Everywhere there was total negligence and
carelessness especially where capital and labor were involved or between the employers and workers. Let
people say what they want but this is probably the most important matter now in our time — What are the rights
and obligations of employers as well as of the workers or employees?

In order to understand these rights and obligations from the compliance of both entities to such, there must
be a continued existence of capital and success and a peaceful life of the working class. Therefore, the title of
today’s talk is:

CAPITAL AND LABOR

There is no country on the face of this earth that does not have problems between capital and labor. In
some countries there is a hidden agitation where calm exists outwardly but inwardly they are seething and
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boiling over. In other countries, there is an open battle down the entire line, a bloodthirsty struggle, not based
on principles of justice but on the basis of mutual hatred and revenge. There are countries where the
governments have taken over the entire situation, uniting the workers into trade unions and watching so that
capitalists did not take advantage of the working classes, while on the other hand, they watched so that the
workers would not make unreasonable demands. Thus the worker was no longer looked upon as a senseless
animal or as a machine without a soul, or as a slave from whom the last drop of sweat, blood and tears could be
squeezed, but as a helper, a companion or at least a neighbor to the employer!

Here in our own country up until now, the working class has been weak and helpless and had to rely on the
grace, or lack of grace of the capitalists — the forerunners of the union — of the agitators who were usually
Socialists or Communists. The capitalists ordinarily just threw crumbs, very meager crumbs to the workers.
The heads of the unions supposedly defended the rights of the worker, but, quite often, behind their backs, they
hob-knobbed with them and entertained these giants of industry and finance at banquets. The agitators
promised all kinds of balderdash to the freemasons and then, laughing and sneering at the naivette and faith of
these workers, they stuffed their pockets with fat pay-checks and many bribes.

Nevertheless, this army of workers is an enormous force with which the Church, government and the nation
must deal. These last years of unemployment have tangibly verified this truth. The Church has openly
championed the cause of the worker pointing out his pitiful situation, his rights and the unjust manner in which
he is treated. Governments then reached out a helping hand and the entire country helped him so that he would
not die of hunger. However, all of this neither changes nor improves the situation. Misunderstandings and
battles continue between the workers and the capitalists.

The natural law states that capital cannot exist without labor and the laborer is absolutely needed by the
capitalist; the employer cannot ever exist without the worker. There is no difficulty in understanding this
natural law. Some have the money while others have the ability and capacity for work. Separate the capital
from the laborer or the laborer from the capital and we will have poverty and misery, recession and
unemployment. The prosperity of both groups, success and peace, satisfaction and mutual understanding
depends on cooperation between the employer and the worker and the understanding between capital and labor.
In spite of this, labor does not believe the capitalist and the capitalist looks upon the laborer with suspicion.

I totally reject the claims of the socialists and the other gamblers who insist that the working class of people
insist on an equal division of the goods of this world or a common use of the goods of society. They also
demand that the capitalists willingly surrender all of their possessions including their movable and immovable
belongings. The workers do not desire this. All they want is a just recompense for the work that they do. This
is the cause of mistrust and suspicion and constant battles between capital and labor and the workers are fully
justified in demanding a fair pay for their work.

I remember when I worked with my father in a coke factory. After working from midnight until 4 p.m. we
each received about $1.75 while Mr. Frick gained about $80. Do you consider our pay just? Next to the coke
factory was a coal mine of soft coal. For eleven or twelve hours of heavy, dirty and dangerous work, the miner
was paid from $1.80 to $2.00. For this same work Mr. Frick gained a profit of $90 to $100. They called this a
just recompense for the miners who were either Poles or Slovaks and as a “bonus” they threw in an abundance
of name calling, mockery and curses. Enough of this!" A pay is just only then when the work done by the
laborer for the employer is equal in value to the reward the employer gives him as pay! The laborer does not
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have the right to get rich at the cost of his employer, just as the employer has no right to enrich himself at the
cost of the workers.

Professor A. Wagner makes these notices concerning this situation: “The businessman and the capitalist
have the same basic right to a part of the profits of production as well as the laborer. The controversial question
may be only the amount of their claim. For his actions, dedication, organization and supervision, the
businessman must receive an appropriate profit. So, too, the capitalist who, risking a loss invested his money in
the business has a right to receive business has a right to receive a fair percent on an average. All of this is
demanded not only by the interests of the businessman and the capitalist but by the economic interests of the
entire society which includes the interests of the workers. It is only under such conditions that businesses can
develop and grow and the worker can have regular and profitable work. The controversial matter is only the
question: What is a fair profit for the businessman and the capitalist? Here again we face the problem of
sharing or dividing compared with money or payment. In order to give you a good answer, I take as my base
the example of the interest of capital in the partnership of this joint-stock company in which the business profit
is combined with the capital’s percent. An appropriate profit is not high but really average. To check its size
we have certain standards. In the interest of the entire nation they want the sharing of the profits of production
and this same sharing of income and possessions would become if not equal, at least a little more equal!”

I’m talking in general. There are workers and workers. Not all of them are equal. There are those who are
diligent and those who are more diligent. There are the willing and the very willing. There are the clever and
the very clever. There are the hard-working and the very hard-working. There are the lazy and the sluggards
that are not worth anything! There are huge difficulties in trying to be just in payments. That isn’t what I have
in mind.

Workers have only one means by which they can gain the money needed to sustain themselves and their
family, and that’s by having a job. They put all their strength and talents into their job: they talk about and even
dream of their work. Take his job away from a laborer and you take away his peace, happiness and even
sometimes, his life. Consequently, his pay for his work should be sufficient to satisfy all his needs. This means
not only his needs of food, drink and clothing, but everything needed to live as an intelligent person with
dignity. His recompense must be sufficient to satisfy the needs of his life, not only during the time that he is
actually working, but when he is growing, when he is in training for this job, when he becomes sick as a result
of this work or when and if he becomes crippled due to this work, when he finds himself out of work, or finally,
when he becomes too old to work. Otherwise, the worker’s life will be a terrible tragedy as we learned during
the past three years.

A certain Catholic author writes thus concerning these matters: “We should differentiate between the cost
of the work and payment for it. If a man owns a slave whom he purchased as an object that he can also sell and
uses this slave as an instrument for work, he then does not pay him. Yet, he feeds him well, maybe even better
than he would feed a hired man or a servant whom he pays — because he wants to get the most work out of him.
However, no one can say that what the owner pays out for the upkeep of his slave is the slave’s pay, for it is
only compensation, namely, in return for his working skills which benefit his master or we can say it is only the
outlay of that which the slave returns to his master by his work. For the same reason we never speak of
payment for the work of a bull or a saddle horse even though it cost a lot of money to keep and maintain them.
However, if it happens that due to a horse’s speed or a dog’s watchfulness their master was spared from
significant danger, the master may reward his faithful animal by giving it something better but not absolutely
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necessary for it to recover its strength. Therefore, that which the master gives, over and above what is needed,
is considered payment. Payment, in its fundamental meaning refers to that amount of money which is over and
above the amount needed for life and safeguarding of one’s strength in order to be able to work. Payment is
that which work creates, namely, the fruit of one’s labor. Therefore, a worker who receives the amount of
money that he needs in order to continue living and working, receives only what is absolutely necessary, but he
hasn’t received a wage.”

From all the opinions and theories, the most practical and the easiest to use is the proposition referred to as
the “family wage” referring to such an amount that a worker of a responsible age could set up and maintain a
home and family without the regular input of a salary from his wife and children. If the father of a family
received a “family wage,” that would do away with all the difficulties faced by women and under-aged children.
Here, I am thinking of all those married women who are forced to work hard for unbelievably low and often
starvation wages. Add to this the moral problems, the irresponsible care of little children and a working
mother’s lack of influence on the minds, hearts and morals of her growing children. Very often in today’s
world, the married woman who is a mother, due to present circumstances, either locks her children in the house
without anyone in charge, or else she leaves them in the care of strangers and goes every day to work either in a
factory or in an office. Thus, the mothers are treated with contempt and harm and injury may happen to the
children.

According to the statistics of the Federal Bureau, here in the U.S. as late as the year 1930, there was an
army of young boys and girls who were prisoners and were working: 480,742 boys and 206,376 girls all from
the age of ten years up to 15 years of age. What a shame for this modern civilization! In order to bring an end
to this, the father of a family should receive a “family wage” for working mothers and working children is
harmful to family life and does harm to the good of the country.

Pope Sr. Leo XIII in his encyclical “Rerum Novarum” itemizes the kind of obligations the Church, the
government, the employer and the worker has in order that the worker receives a just wage. He writes: “The
protection of the government should be extended to many things for the worker, but especially to his spiritual
good. Standing in defense of bodily and external goods, public authority should first of all free the worker from
the pressure of greedy people who do not recognize any limits and use those workers for their own selfish
purposes as though these workers were inanimate “things” and not people. Neither justice nor basic humanity
allows anyone to demand work in such quantities that the soul grows dull and the body faints from fatigue. Just
like everything else in man, his strength to work has limits which cannot be by-passed. To vouchsafe this, it is
absolutely necessary that the workday does not include more hours than human strength allows. Thus, it is not
lawful to demand of women or children the work or the hours that can only be fulfilled by a healthy man who is
in his prime. It is also extremely necessary to watch that no child goes to work in a factory before that child
reaches the age in which his body and soul become sufficiently manly. For the energies that begin budding in
their childhood years, like slender plants, weaken if they are subjected to a very early forced usage, and if that
happens the entire next stage of the child’s development fails.

In the same way there are certain types of work that are not suitable for women and are too difficult for
women who are but suited for work at home. Her work at home, by its very nature serves to preserve her
dignity, enables her to bring up her children and contribute to the happiness of the family. In general, all
workers are entitled to a period of rest in order to recover their strength.
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Let us now turn our attention to a very important matter which must be well understood so that it does not
seem to favor one side or the other: the amount of payment. To work means to toil or to take pains for the
purpose of achieving the means to satisfy one’s needs, especially to maintain one’s life. This work has two
features or qualities embedded in it — a. “It is personal” for the strength that accomplishes the task is attached to
a person and its use, by the law of nature, belongs to that particular person. b. “It is needed” for without the
benefit of its fruits a person cannot live and the preservation of one’s life is a fundamental law which takes
precedence over all others.

If we only look at the personal feature of work, then there is no doubt that it is permitted for a worker to
lower his agreed-upon wage. However, this is judged differently if we take the “personal feature” along with
our consideration of the feature of “need”. In matters safeguarding life itself, it is a necessity obligating
everyone and one can’t transgress without committing a crime. From this obligation comes the right to
efficiently seek the means of upholding life and these means providing for the entire lowest class of society can
only be done through the money gained from work. Let us assume that the worker and the businessman have
mutually agreed upon the amount of his salary. There still exists the natural law of justice which is higher and
older. It demands that the worker’s salary be sufficient for a thrifty person to be able to cover all his living
expenses. If a worker, hardened by absolute necessities or impelled by fear of even a worse misfortune, agrees
to very difficult terms which he must accept even if he doesn’t want to, because his employer or his
intermediary is forcing him to do so, such an action is unlawful and totally unjust.”

Here, I cannot fail to cite some Scripture passages which refer to a just recompense for the worker: “You
may demand interest from a foreigner but not from you countryman, so that the Lord, your God, may bless you
in all your undertakings on the land you are to enter and occupy.” — “If a poor man is your neighbor, let him
sleep the night securely at your place. Let him return before the sun sets in order that sleeping in his own
clothing, he may bless you that you may be considered just before the Lord.” — “Do not refuse the payment of
your brother who is needy and poor even though he is a stranger who is living on the land among your brothers.
This day, give him the payment due for his work before the sun sets, for he is poor and with this money he
nourishes body and soul, lest he calls out to God against you and you will be held accountable for a sin.” —
“Who gives an offering from the possessions of the poor is like the one who kills the son as a sacrifice before
the eyes of his father. Bread is the insufficient life of the poor. Who takes away this bread earned by the sweat
of the brow is likened to one who murders his neighbor. He who spills blood and he who betrays his hired
worker are brothers.” - “Woe to him who oppresses his neighbor without reason and does not pay him his
wages!”

There are also many such sayings in the New Testament, but I will only cite two of them: “Every person
will receive recompense according to his work.” — “Ye rich, weep and complain about the misery that will come
upon you. Your riches have rotted and the moths have eaten your fine garments. Your gold and silver has
rusted and their rust will be a testament against you and will consume your flesh like fire. You have stored up
wrath for yourselves in these last days. Behold the payment of the workers who cared for your fields which you
kept back cries out and this cry has reached the ears of the Lord of Hosts!” — So much for today! Shortly I will
return to this topic because the present system is not only defective but it often calls to heaven for justice.

A PLEA FOR ADVICE




